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Set aside 50 lakh

a year to prevent
suicides, II'Ts told

Govt Order To
Cover lIMs,
NITs As Well

MRamya |Tin

Chennai: All central govern-
ment funded technical insti-
tutions (CFTIs) in the coun-
try, including the HTs, IIMs
and NITs, have been advised
tosetasideRs50lakhayearto
provide counselling services
and conduct activities to en-
sure the mental health of
their students.

A task force, constituted
by the ministry of human re-
source development to study
theincreasingoccurrences of
suicides among students en-
rolled at the IITs and other
such campusesin thecountry,
made the recommendation
to Union human resources
development minister Pal-
lam Raju and minister of
state Shashi Tharoor earlier
this week,

The task force, headed by
professor M Anandakrish-
nan, designed a question-
. naire for the CFTIs to assess
the existing mental health
needs, understand the magni-
tude of the problem and as-
. certain the resources. Of the

86 CFTIs asked tofill the ques-
© tionnaire, only 26 responded.
© Of this, morethan half ddnot
. have a full time counsellor

s N {8

and only 10 have scopefor stu-
dents to self-declare mental
health problems.

Pallam Raju suggested
that the counselling services
could bemadeacomponentin
the accreditation process and
that special weightage be giv-
en to the provision.

The task force has sug-
gested that the government
setup an empowered commit-
tee on the lines of the Ragha-
vancommitteeonragging “as
it cannot be assuined that
they will be followed by all
CFTIs with the same degree
of rigour and seriousness”.

The survey revealed that
over the last two years 12 stu-
dents committed suicide and
18 others attempted it. As
many as 872 students have
been referred for counselling
in these institutions. Rela-
tionship issues, personal
problems, mental stress and
family problems were report-
ed asreasons for the suicides.
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Not US or UK, future of Indian

education lies in digital

HT Correspondent
o |etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: As India cannot build enough
brick-and-mortar universities to meet
the exploding demand for higher educa-
tion from millions of its youth, it must
rely on digital technology instead, tele-
com minister Kapil Sibal said at the HT
Leadership Summit on Saturday.

Sibal, who was also the human resource
development (HRD) minister in charge
of the nation’s education till recently, cau-
tioned against trying to emulate the US
or the UK university system as a model
for India. “We have to look at an entire-
ly different model,” Sibal said. “There’s
no way in which we can build physical
infrastructure to cater to the fast-grow-
ing push for higher education coming
from students and their parents."

India has 540 million citizens under 25
- a demographic dividend that interna-
tional agencies like the International
Monetary Fund have said could help the
country gain an additional 2% GDP growth.

But the country has only 604 univer-
sities and about 4,000 colleges, less than
50% of what it needs to achieve its tar-
get of a 30% gross enrolment rate in high-
er education by 2020. Over the past decade,
as this gap between demand and supply
increasingly became evident, India encour-
aged the private sector to invest in the
sector, expanded government institutions
of excellence, supported statesin setting
up more colleges and tried to enact aleg-
islation that would allow foreign univer-
sities to set up campusesin India - besides
collaborate with Indian varsities in offer-
ing joint degrees.

But Sibal’s argument suggests a grow-
ing realisation in the government that
trying to build India’s equivalent of the

m (From left) Sir Peter Lampl, chairman, The Sutton Trust, telecom minister Kapil Sibal,
moderator Jeremy 0’Grady, editor-in-chief of The Week, and professor Sunil Kumar

during their session on Indian education.

Staying away from rankings of top
universities, like they do in Europe,
is probably good for India.

PETER LAMPL, chairman, The Sutton Trust

Ivy League — the subject of a HT Leadership
Summit session discussion — may not be
the most effective strategy. “One can real-
ly conceive of a situation where ICT
[Information and Communications
Technology| based infrastructure could
be used to reach thousands of colleges,”
Sunil Kumar, dean of the University Of
Chicago Booth School Of Business, said.

India is already building a National
Knowledge Network that aims to connect
alluniversities on a dedicated high-speed
digital highway. This would allow facul-
ty members to teach students across var-

MAHENDRA PARIKH /HT PHOTO

sities. “In 3-4 years, everything will go
digital. Fibre optics will reach every vil-
lage by 2013, and then we’ll ensure last-
mile connectivity. That’s got to be the way
forward,” Sibal said.

However, proper funding was key to
meeting India’s higher education chal-
lenges, Sibal said, adding: “This nation
will never be a wealthy nation if we don’t
invest enough in higher education.”

British education philanthropist Peter
Lampl, who heads the Sutton Trust, also
argued against using the US or UK as
models for higher education in India.
Unlike the US or UK — which focus on
a few research institutions such as the
Ivy League universities, Oxford and
Cambridge — Europe may represent a
better model for India, he said.

“Staying away from rankings of top
universities, like they do in Europe, is
probably good for India,” he added.
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Indian-origin
prof indicted

for $700,000
fraud in US

Washington: An Indian
American enginesring pro-
fessor, Mano) Kumar Jha, has
been indicted by a federal
grand jury for trying to de-
fraud the Mational Science
Foundation NSFyof $700,000.

A full time professorat the
Morgan State University Jha,
according to the ssven count
indictment. fraudulently ab-
tained 200,000 in grant funds
from the MSF's Small Busi-
ness Technology  Transfer
(STTR) programme to fund a
highway project, and attem pt-
erd to obtain ancther 500,000
though the same programme.

The indictment alleges
that Jha converted the funds
to his personal use, ncluding;
to make pavments on his
mortgage and personal credit
card; authorizing approxi-
mately $11.000 in salary pay-
ments to his wife, who did
not  perform  NSF.related
work; and writing a §6.,000
checlitohimself,

According to the indiet-
ment by US attorney for the
district of Marvland Rod Ro-
senstein and Allison Lerner,
NSF inspector general; Jha es-
tablished a company Amar
Transportation Research and
Consulting and was its presi-
dent andonly directon

Jha faces a maximum sen-
tence of 20 years in prizon for
each of five counts of wire
fraud, and for one count each
of mail fraud and falsification
of records. mm
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HT ‘alumni“‘me"eI
new HRD Mmlsier

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

New DeLhi, NOvEMBER 18
Members of the IIT Alumni
Association on Saturday raked
up the Yssue of institutional
autonomy in their meeting
with new HRD Minister MM
Pallam Raju and demanded
the restoration of the same.
The ITTs had an ugly engage-
ment with former HRD Min-
ister Kapil Sibal, who had pro-
posed their inclusion in the
pan India entrance test for
admission to Central technical
institutions. The ITTs had vehe-
mently opposed any move to
join a test that would take away
from them the right to admin-
ister their own entrance tests.
The matter had been resolved
after the II'Ts were allowed to
screen students from the pan

Indxa test and hold an add—on
test to finally prepare the merit
list for admissions. The IOT

alumni, however, are not satis- .
fied with the current proposal .

as well and today flagged the
changes made to the former
Joint Entrance Exam system
under Sibal.

In a press statement issued
following the meeting with
Raju today, president of IT
Delhi Alumni Association
Somnath Bharti said, -

“The minister after hearing
out the delegation promised to
give a fresh visit to the issues
concerning IITs, including

- controversial changes inducted

in the JEE by his predecessor.
He showed inclination to take

. actions which are in the inter-

est of ali the stakeholders of
IIT system. Without comment-

.ing either way on rolling back'"‘

of the misdirected changes
brought in the JEE, Raju prom-
ised to give a patient hearing on
the issues concerning the
autonomy of HT.”

The IIT alumni association
members, also said Raju
accepted an invitation to speak
in the upcoming PanlIT con-
ference in Kolkata from
December 7 t0 9.

The meeting was attended
by Bharti, who is also coor-
dinator, IITians for IITS’
Autonomy; Yogesh Andlay,
former president, OT Delhi
Alumni Association and MD,
Nucleus Software Engineers;
HR Vaish, chairman, PanlIT
and MD, Instapower; YPS
Suri, president, [IT Kharagh-
pur Alumni Assomanon,
Delhi Chapter
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Bad IIT grade? Not the end of the world, say alumni

SUICIDE SOLUTION In an effort to curb suicides at the premier institutes, alumni members upload inspiring testimonials on networking sites

Venlta Srivastava

= venita. com -

Another IIT alumnus said on
the condition of anonymity that

thing” he says, “That, however,
did not deter me from indulging

months ago, when we invited
stories from alumni members

FACEBODKING A WORTHY CAUSE

by the time he completed his B in extra-curricular activities” who had not d 1
NEWOELHE Atul Jain, an T alum- ~ Tech, he had 11 backlog papers All the three are ) ey TS, e &y
) ] ch, X \ t part of 2 demieally in IITs, but were doing { ™ HT-Kanpur alumni associa- | = This effort by | ;

;llgs’tﬁzt;w;?‘xlgﬁa: \ézol}gebrecaﬂ- Still, he fpﬂlanaged to becqme a  social media group that works  okay in their lives” says Ashok 7 tlon president Ashok Gupta | members havg J;‘;.I&n;{!l L
; thyt he wast y pro-  successful software engineer  towards asocial cause - putting Gupta, president, IT-Kanpur © 5ays the idea was to reach widespread praise from oth- -
lfi?isorsf 2t he had ‘zero possi-  with a multinational company.  a halt to the suicides at ITTs, alumni association. 3 the maximum numberof .| ersinthe circle
bil ]t)y’ of getting admitted into a Vishnu Sreckumar, a gradu-  Such cases have only grown The response, Gupta said, % Potentlal suicide victims =Says Abhay Jain, president -

) programme in a top 100 atestudent at thedepartmentof ~ in number over the last few was encoursging, “The Iast story %' #In their efforts to achleve ' | of Students’ Gymkhanaat
ggversoldtyﬁ all cg.le tothelack  psychology in the Ohio State  years. Internal inquiry com- posted on the page in - .thisgoaltheassoclation | WT-Kanpur,*lforwardthe =

AthD : (gi*ra e. University, US, hasasimilarstory  mittees set up by various ITTs ~ Septerber was visited by2369 . hasopenedalinkedin ® . | postsofthe afumnimem. -
P ioléa er:Il; at one such  to say. But no matter how bad  identified depression, academ-  people, and had 24 comments. 1 - 8cCount too © © 77 7| berstostudents, andtam - .
un verslg oixl-:’t ain tls }(lmly ?o thingsgot, healways foundsome- e load and family pressure as A story posted in August was . ®Today, many students read | Sure that the coping capaci- *

pp):i e p D out how he thing to lift his spirits with. “At  the main reasons for suchoccur-  visited by 18718 people, and got { thestories,and contactthe | ty of studentswillincrease -
proved his professors wrong.  onestage,Iwasthree-pointsome-  rences. “It all started a few 70 comments” 4 alumnimembers directly 1" after reading them.”

HT Bhopal

hardatwork

RACE FOR NEW UGC
CHIEF HOTS UP

The heat is on in the race to the
top post of the University
Grants Commission. A search
committee has finalized five
names — acting UGC chair-
man Ved Prakash, former
Hyderabad University vice-
chancellor Syed Hasnain, 1IM
Bangalore director Pankaj
Chandra, Tata Institute of

Soclal Sciences chief S
Parasuraman and India's chief
statistician TCA Anant. Amid
the hectic lobbying, Hasnain
and Chandra were picked but
Hasnain faces a CBI probe and
Chandra and Anant don't have
any administrative experience.
What happens now could prove
critical to the future of India's
universities.

Who'll be Pallam’s new secy?
When MM Pallam Raju moved
from the defence ministry to
Shastri Bhawan as a human
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PGI to collaborate with 1I'T

Ropar for research work

Vishav Bharti
= yishav bharti#hindustantimes com

CHANDIGARH: The Post Graduate
Institute of Medical Education
and Research (PGIMER),
Chandigarh, is going to collabo-
rate with the Indian

Institute of Technology (II'T),
Ropar, for interdisciplinary
research.

According to sources in the
PGIMER administration, both
institutes have started the pro-
cess to identify the potential
areas for collaborative research.

Sources revealed that these
areas were identified in a meet-

ing between representatives of

II'T, Ropar, and PGIMER fac-
ulty.

From the PGIMER, depart-
ments of radiology, neurology
and cardiology, anaesthesia,
otolaryngology and head neck
surgery, orthopaedics, experi-
mental medicine, neurology; oral
health sciences are going to
collaborate with IIT's depart-
ments of mechanical engineer-

ing, chemistry, physics, electri-
cal engineering and social sci-
ences, sources added.

Sources also revealed that
both the institutes are soon
going to organise a collabora-
tors' meet. Earlier collabora-
tions between II'T, Delhi, and All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences, Delhi, have done
major breakthroughs in medical
science.

Significantly, in the recent
past, in a bid to boost academic
activities, educational coopera-
tion and collaborative research,
the institute has initiated part-
nership programmes with
Vngmm Commonwealth
University and Medical Centre

(CVU), University of Towa
Health Care. These collabora-
tions will aim to give training to
the hospital staff, developing
agenda for joint research, short-
term faculty exchanges (two-
three months) and long-term
graduation and post-graduation
research experiences, which will
be for six to nine months,

AREAS OF
COLLABORATIOI

= Early detection of cancer

= Development of chemosen:
sors for biologically and envi
ronmentally important
components

= Chemical synthesis for anti
fungal, anti-bacterial and otk
medicinal applications

= Medical image processing:
noise removal in MR images.
segmentation of brain and cz
diac MRI, segmentation/clas
sifications of different cell
structures from microscopic

images or any other modality
= Improvements in anaesthes

delivery system
= Animal experiments to stud

bone mechanotransduction
(mechanisms by which cells
convert mechanical stimulus
into chemical activity)

» Biomechanical regulation a
bone repair
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10k foreign-educated docs
jobless after failing MCI test

Pratiksha Ramkumar | Tnn

Chennai: Close to 10,000 In-
dians across the country
who have completed their
undergraduate medical edu-
cation abroad are unemploy-
ed or under-employed. This
isbecausetheyhavenotbeen
able to clear the screening
test mandated by the Medi-
cal Council of India (MCI).
Now, the graduates plan to
approach Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and Par-
liament demanding that the
test be scrapped.

The foreign medical
graduates and their parents
held ameeting in Chennaion
Sunday, Dr Ameer Jahan,
chief patron of AllIndiaFor-
eign Medical Graduates’ As-
sociation, said each student
had spent Rs 15 to 20 lakh to
study abroad. “They spend
half of whatitwouldcostata
private college here. Their
course is nearly seven years
long compared to the five-

and-half-year medical
course here. Every time they
fail the screening test, they
get delayed by six months
and get depressed,” hesaid.
Since 2002, students who
have studied medicine
abroad have had to appear
for a screening test conduct-
ed by MCI, theregulatory au-
thority for medical educa-

. tion. Only those who clear

the test, administered by the
National Board of Examin-
ations, get certificates from
the state medical council
permittingthemtodoayear-

long internship in a univer-

sity or hospital in the state.

So far, the highest pass per-
centage has been 50% in
2005. Pass percentages have
varied from a dismal 9% in
2003t027% in 2011.

Senior MCI officials said
they would not cancel or di-
lute the test. “Medicine, un-
like other courses, cannot be
taken lightly Doctors deal
with lives. We want to con-
vince ourselves that every
doctor is adequately
trained,” the official said.

Every time the screening
test is held in March or Sep-
tember, about 75% of stu-
dents fail. Prabhu Raj, 27,
completed his undergradu-
ate degree from Stavropol
Medical Academy in 2009. He
hasnot been able to clear the
test for four vears. “I had
dreamt of being a doctor
from the time I was young.
When I could not get a merit
seat, I decided to study in
Russia since it was cheaper
than paying capitation fee to
aprivatecollege,” he said.
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Start-up environment is fragile: study

Huge divide in fund- dlstrlbutlon between metro and non-metro cities :

Karthik Subramanian

CHENNAL: The success story of '
. than the nerth and the east.

the “start-up economy” that
has seen a significant mark-
up in the five years past also
has its dark side, according to
the findings of the Indian
Venture Capital and Private
Equity Report 2012, brought
out recently by the
IIT-Madras. .

The report notes that the
recent years have been good
in terms of incubation sup-
port for aspiring entrepre-
neurs as well as spurring a
growth in the number of an-
gel investments backing good
ideas.

Abnormalities

However, the downside is
the abnormalities; though in-
cubation centres are spread
out across the country, most
of the angel and advanced
funding (like venture capital)
are focussed heavily in the six
metros; and the distribution

is uneven in geographic posi-
tioning, too. The south and
the west get more support

The report focussing on
“incubation support and an-
gel funding for start-ups” is
the fourth in the series
brought out by the institute’s

Department of Management ,

Studies. The previous reports
have focussed on the other
aspects of venture capital and
private equity. For the cur-
rent report, IIT-Madras took
into account 159 incubation
facilities nationwide.

Gaining momentum

The repoft notes that
though incubation centres
have been working in the
country since 1988, it is only
since 2007 that the country
has witnessed a substantial
growth, In a span of 25 years
so far, nearly 60 per cent of
the incubatees have been
supported in the past five
years,

Likewise, the period from"

2009 to 2012 has accounted
for 64 per cent of the angel
investments (the primary
stage), Direct government in-

vestment  support  pro-
grammes have seen a
significant  growth since
2000.

The bulk of angel mvest-
ments is concentrated in IT
and IT-enabled services, non-
financial and consumer ser-
vices, and telecom, media and
entertainment. These sectors
account for 88 per cent of the
investments.

Unequal distribution

Bangalore and Mumbai
alone account for 62 per cent
of all angel investments
among the metros. The in-
vestments have stood at 47
per cent in the south, 35 per
cent in the west; 17 per cent
in the north and 1 per cent in
the east.

, A Thillai Rajan, associate
professor at the Department

of Management Studies, IIT-
Madras, who co-authored the
report with Ankit Jain, said
the inequitable distribution
was not healthy and surpris-
ing even, given that the first
of the incubation centres was
set up in the east.

Another issue that re-
quired attention was the
skewed ratio of angel invest-
ment to venture capital, espe-
cially in the metro cities.
While in the ¢lassical Silicon
Valley model, where such in-
vestments were pioneered,
the ratio would be something
like 1:4, in India it was more
like 1:1.5. At the outset, this
might appear to be good, but
it was not.

“This means there is exces-
sive advanced level funding
available for the start-ups
that manage to break

through. It could potentially . -

lead to a bubble scenario like
the one we witnessed with
the dotcom era,” Mr. Rajan
said.



Bhavya Dore
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MUMBAI: Samwel Ochiambo, feels
like he fits in right here in
Mumbai. The Kenyan student,
now in this third year studying
BSe IT at Patkar College in
Goregnon left Nairobi after his
schooling to pursue higher edu-
cation in India. “It is five or six
times more expensive in Kenya,”
he said. “I also wanted a new
experience, <o | came here”

Mumbai University has more
than 100 foreign students on its
rolls this yvear, mainly from
African and Asian countries
including Afghanistan, Ghana,
Laos, Myanmar and Ethiopia. In
2008-09, the University had
exactly 80.

Foreign students make up a
very small proportion of those
studying in India, however,
despite little or no recruitment
efforts and complicated admis-
sion procedures, their numbers
have been slowly growing,

The Open Doors report
released by the Institute of
International Education with a
US state department last
Monday showed that India
jumped three spots from the
number 14 most popular inter-
national  destinations for
American students to number 11,
The numbers grew 12% from
2004-10 to 2010-11 (data for 2011-
12 will be released next year).

TH Mumbai

reign students throng India

BRAIN GAIN Despite few recruitment efforts and complicated admission procedures, foreign student numbers go up

= MU has separate hostel facilities for outstation students.

FILE

of seats to
be set
aside for
foreign
students
aspera
circular
issued by the Mumbai
University to colleges
last year

15

3,300 FOREIGNERS STUDYING ON SCHOLARSHIPS

Page 11 of 11

increase in increase in the
7 the number of
12 of American 17 GMAT scores
% students %  sentbynon-
coming to Indians to
India from Indian business
2009-10 to schools for the
2010-11 according to The testing year 2011, There has
Open Doors report released | been 51% increase in these
last week numbers over five years.

of foreign students at Mumbai University this year, up from 80 in 2008-
09. These students are largely from countries such as Kenya, Ethiopia,
Afghanistan, Myanmar, Laos and Ghana

“Foreign students at Mumbai University will keep
rising because education is becoming more inter-
nationalised. And now our university has also

Introduced the credit system.”
MRUDUL NILE

advisor to foreign students at Mumbai University

"Higher education is five or six times more
expensive in Kenya. | also wanted a new
experience, so | came to India.”

SAMWEL ODHIAMBO, Kenyan student,
studying BSc IT at Patkar College in

Goregaon

Similarly, data from the
Graduate Management
Admission Council (GMAC),
which conducts the GMAT shows
that scores sent to management
programmes in India from non-
Indian citizens, has increased by
17% for the testing year 2011 and
51% over 5 years.,

“Over the past 5 years, there
has been a substantial growthin
interest from candidates based

overseas in pursuing manage-
ment education in India, albeit
from a small base,” said Ashish
Bhardwaj, vice-president, Asia
Pacific at GMAC, via email. "As
an ecosystem, business schools
in India have made limited efiorts
in attracting these students
though the regulatory framework
for admitting students exists. The
top 50 business schools in India
are well known overseas due to

a successful internationally dis-
persed alumni body.”

Mumbai University has sepa-
rate hostel facilities for outsta-
tion students, and last year made
arule that 15% of seats in colleges
be set aside for foreign students
to help broaden the university’s
international scope.

“Foreign students at Mumbai
University will keep rising
because education is becoming

more internationalised,” said
Mrudul Nile, advisor to foreign
students at the University. “And
now our university has also intro-
duced the eredit system.”
There are 3550 students
studying in India on scholarships,
according to the International
Council of Cultural Research
website. One of the parameters
India scores poorly on is that
there are barely any international

students on its campuses com
pared to other universities in the
world,

Culture, language and cost are
concerns for international stu
dents in the city. But there an
other benefits, “Degrees fron
India will hold value in our coun
try,” said Haji Abdinoor, 21, ¢
Kenyansecond year student pur
suing a Beom in banking anc
insurance,



